Carolina Rose
Rosa carolina

Family: Rosaceae Genus: Rosa Species: carolina
Average Height: 30 inches
Bloom Time: May to June
Elevation Range: Occurs at all elevations of the Piedmont
Geologic / Soil Associations: Adapted to a wide variety of
substrates, including everything from nutrient-poor meta-siltstone
soils to nutrient-rich substrates on metabasalt and gabbro.
Soil Drainage Class and Moisture Regime: Well-drained. Xeric,
dry-mesic, mesic.
Light and Aspect: Grows and blooms best in open sunny southerly
locations, but grows in a variety of light conditions and aspects.

¤ Flowers are borne on older canes, so don’t prune
back hard in late winter as you would a cultivated rose.
zebra-striped
longhorn beetle
(Strangalia luteicornis) x 1

¤ At the base of each
compound leaf are two prominent
stipules, or wings. If these are
fringed, it is a non-native species.

Flora Associations: In full-sun prairie settings where it flourishes, Carolina rose
grows in tight colonies with purple lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis), Small’s ragwort
(Packera anonyma), narrow-leaf mountain-mint (Pycnanthemum tenuifolium), little
bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), common dewberry (Rubus flagellaris) and a variety of asters and goldenrods. In semi-shade locations it tends to stay quite small
and grow sparsely among species such as panic grasses (Dichanthelium spp.), poverty
oatgrass (Danthonia spicata), butterfly pea (Clitoria mariana), elm-leaved goldenrod
(Solidago ulmifolia), and woodland sunflower (Helianthus divaricatus).
Fauna Associations: Lured in by the lovely scent of pale pink blossoms, insects
find large quantities of rich golden pollen to harvest, but no nectar. Bumblebees
are happy to pack their leg baskets (known as corbicula) full of this nutritious fuel,
but butterflies have no use for it and have to flutter off in search of sweeter flowers. Miner bees, digger bees, metallic green sweat bees, syrphid flies, and various
beetles, such as the bee mimic flower scarab beetle (Trichiotinus piger), feast on rose
pollen as well. Tumbling flower beetles (Mordella spp.) eat the rose petals. Whitetailed deer browse the rose’s foliage in spite of the prickles, and various moth
caterpillars eat it too, but the quantities of brilliant red rose hips that adorn the
plant in late summer attract more attention as a food source than the leaves do.
Birds such as the Northern bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) love the fruit, and many
small mammals seek it out as well, including the Eastern cottontail
(Sylvilagus floridanus), the Eastern striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), and the
white-footed mouse (Peromyscus leucopus).

rusty patched
bumblebee
(Bombus affinis) x 1

¤ The number of teeth on the terminal leaflet
will be less than 18 per leaf edge, distinguishing
the pasture rose from swamp rose (Rosa
palustris). Swamp rose has more than 18 per side.
rose leaf hopper
(Edwardsiana rosae) x 5

white-footed mouse
(Peromyscus leucopus) x 2/3
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¤ Fine, straight prickles distinguish Carolina rose
from the highly invasive multiflora rose (Rosa
multiflora). Multiflora rose has curved prickles.

Habitat Associations: Upland forest openings and edges, hardpan
forests, natural areas, abandoned pastures and old fields, roadsides,
remnant prairies in old utility right-of-ways, rocky woodlands and barrens.

