Brown elfin
(Callophrys augustinus) x 1

Andrenid bee
(Andrena gardineri) x 1

¤ Yellow to orange flowers

Small’s ragwort
Packera anonyma

¤ 15-100 flowerheads, basal leaves up to 30
cm long (P. paupercula has 5-20 flowerheads
and basal leaves up to 12 cm long)

Family: Asteraceae Genus: Packera Species: anonyma
Average Height: 24 inches Bloom Time: May-early June
Elevation Range: All elevations of the Piedmont, but less common at
elevations above 1,000 feet.
Geologic/Soil Associations: Generalist. Does well in nutrient-poor and rich
sandy, rocky, or gravelly soils. Light: Part shade to full sun.
Soil Drainage Class & Moisture Regime: Well drained; Xeric to Sub-mesic.
Aspect: East, South, & West. Rarely on fully exposed north facing xeric slopes.
Habitat Associations: Dry woodlands and barrens, outcrops, clearings, fields, roadsides, powerline rights-of-way, hot and dry landscape restorations in urban spaces, and other open, disturbed habitats. Common in the Coastal Plain and
Piedmont. Frequent at low elevations in the mountains.
Flora Associations: This short-lived perennial sends its windborne
seeds aloft to find a home in recently disturbed habitats. In the
Piedmont, it can often be seen growing alongside Eragrostis spectabilis (purple love grass), Schyzachirium scoparium (little bluestem), Acalypha
virginica (Virginia three-seeded mercury), Symphyotrichum pilosum (frost
aster), Solidago nemoralis (gray goldenrod), and many other early successional species including the saplings of Pinus virginiana (Virginia
pine), Juniperus virginiana (eastern red cedar), and Quercus species (oaks).
It is almost always an indicator of good habitat health, and diversity
tends to be higher when it is present.

¤ Leaves 2-8 times
as long as wide.
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White-crossed ragwort seedbug
(Neacoryphus bicrucis) x 2

Fauna Associations: As one of the first native flowers to bloom in
abundance, it is a favorite of the uncommon early-season butterflies (elfins and hairstreaks). The nectar and pollen of Small’s ragwort
flowerheads also attract a variety of other hungry insects, including
cuckoo bees (Nomada spp.), Halictid bees, Andrenid bees, Syrphid flies,
skippers, and beetles. One Andrenid bee, Andrena gardineri, is a specialist pollinator of Packera species. Additionally, some insects feed on the foliage or seeds
of ragworts. As its common names suggest, the white-crossed ragwort seed
bug, Neacoryphus bicrucis, enjoys eating ragwort seeds, while caterpillars of the
moth Orthonama obstipata (the gem) feasts on Packera leaves. The
foliage of ragworts is toxic to most mammalian herbivores,
however, and can cause liver damage if eaten. Native
animals have this wisdom in their genes, and so they avoid
the plant.
Notes: The closely related species Packera aurea (golden ragwort) blooms as early as late March. Unlike P. anonyma, it is a
wetland associate. Together they form a bloom
succession, through time and across habitat types. If excess amounts of Packera
spp. are consumed, an ailment known as
“seneciosis” occurs causing jaundice
and other liver issues, clumsiness,
confusion and light sensitivity in
humans or livestock. This species was
once given the name Senecio smallii in honor of noted botanist John Kunkel Small.
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The masked hunter
(Reduvius personatus)
x1

Striped hairstreak, (Satyrium liparops) x 1

